The 10 Questions
Every Family Should Answer
Before It's Too Late

A Guide to Preserving Your Family's Most Important Stories

Every 12 seconds, someone's grandparent passes away. With them goes decades of
stories, wisdom, and memories that can never be recovered. The voice that sang lullabies.
The hands that taught you to fish. The eyes that watched you take your first steps.

Most families realize too late that they never recorded what mattered most. They have
photos, but no context. Names on a family tree, but no stories behind them. A grandmother's
recipe, but not her voice explaining how she learned to make it.

These 10 questions are designed to unlock the stories that matter most—before
they're gone forever.

Don't just read them. Use them. Schedule a conversation. Press record on your phone.
Capture the answers in their voice, with their pauses, their laughter, their tears. Future
generations will thank you.

Question 1
What was the defining moment that shaped who you became?

Why this matters: Every life has a turning point—a moment of loss, triumph, decision, or
discovery that changed everything. This question helps uncover the pivotal experiences that
made your loved one who they are. Often, these stories have never been told because no one
thought to ask.



Question 2

What do you wish you had asked your parents or grandparents
before they passed?

Why this matters: This question serves two purposes: it reveals the gaps in your own family
history, and it gently reminds everyone that the time to ask is now. The answers often become a
roadmap for what to preserve before it's too late.

Question 3
What family tradition do you hope continues for generations?

Why this matters: Traditions are the threads that weave generations together—holiday recipes,
bedtime rituals, reunion gatherings, or simple weekly calls. Documenting why these matter
ensures they survive even when the original keepers are gone.

Question 4

What sacrifice did someone make for you that changed your
life?
Why this matters: Behind every family is a story of sacrifice: a parent who worked two jobs, a

grandparent who left their homeland, a sibling who gave up opportunities. These stories of love
and selflessness deserve to be remembered and honored.

Question 5

What was the hardest decision you ever had to make, and how
did you find the strength?
Why this matters: Difficult decisions reveal character. Whether it was leaving a marriage,

changing careers, moving countries, or letting go of a dream—these moments of courage
become wisdom for future generations facing their own crossroads.

Question 6

What do you know about our ancestors that might be lost if you
don't share it?
Why this matters: Every generation carries knowledge that exists nowhere else—stories passed

down verbally, details about relatives who left no records, secrets that were whispered but never
written. This question creates urgency around preservation.



Question 7

What advice would you give to a grandchild you may never
meet?

Why this matters: This bridges past and future in the most profound way. It invites your loved one
to imagine speaking directly to descendants they'll never know—sharing wisdom, warnings,
hopes, and love across time.

Question 8
What was your greatest failure, and what did it teach you?

Why this matters: Families often share only successes, but failures carry the richest lessons. A
business that collapsed, a relationship that ended, a dream that didn't work out—these stories
humanize our ancestors and comfort future generations facing their own setbacks.

Question 9

If you could relive one day from your life exactly as it happened,
which would you choose?
Why this matters: This reveals what truly matters to someone—not achievements or

possessions, but moments. A wedding day, the birth of a child, a quiet afternoon with a parent
now gone. These memories deserve to be captured in full detail.

Question 10

What do you want your great-grandchildren to know about
where they come from?
Why this matters: This is the ultimate legacy question. It asks your loved one to distill their

heritage, values, and identity into a message for descendants who will carry their DNA but may
never hear their voice—unless you record it now.

Don't let these questions go unanswered.

The average person waits until it's too late to preserve their family's stories. By the time they
realize what they've lost, the voices are silent forever.



You're different. You're reading this because you understand that family legacy isn't just
about genetics—it's about stories, wisdom, and love passed down through generations.

TheLineageApp was built to help families like yours preserve voices, photos, stories, and

memories—so your grandchildren can know their great-grandparents, even if they never
meet.

Ready to preserve your family's legacy?

Visit voiceswekeep.com to apply for early access
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